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crime to be punished with exemplary severity. If they have glori-
fied armed rebellions and resorted to them on due occasions, why
are many of them up in arms against the very idea of civil resis-
tance? I can understand their saying that the attainment of a
non-violent atmosphere is a virtual impossiblity in India. I do not
believe it, but I can appreciate such an objection. What, however,
is beyond my comprehension is the deadset made against the very
theory of civil disobedience as if it was something immoral. To
expect me to give up the preaching of civil disobedience is to ask
me to give up preaching peace, which would be tantamount to
asking me to commit suicide.
I have now been told that the Government are compassing the
destruction of the three weeklies which I am conducting, viz.,
Young India, Gujarati Navajivan and Hindi Navqjivan. I hope that
the rumour has no foundation. I claim that these three journals
are insistently preaching nothing but peace and goodwill. Ex-
traordinary care is taken to give nothing but truth, as I find it,
to the readers. Every inadvertent inaccuracy is admitted and
corrected. The circulation of all the weeklies is daily growing.
The conductors are voluntary workers, in some cases, taking no
salary whatsoever and in the others receiving mere maintenance
money. Profits are all returned to the subscribers in some shape or
other, or are utilized for some constructive public activity or other.
I cannot say that I shall not feel a pang if these journals cease
to exist. But it is the easiest thing for the Government to put
them out. The publishers and printers are all friends and co-
workers. My compact with them is that the moment Government
ask for security, that moment the newspapers must stop. I am
conducting them upon the assumption that, whatever view the
Government may take of my activities, they at least give me credit
for preaching through these newspapers nothing but the purest
non-violence and truth according to my lights.
I hope, however, that whether the Government arrest me or
whether they stop by direct or indirect means the publication of the
three journals, the public will remain unmoved. It is a matter of
no pride or pleasure to me but one of humiliation that the Govern-
ment refrain from arresting me for fear of an outbreak of universal
violence and awful slaughter that any such outbreak must involve.
It would be a sad commentary upon my preaching of, and upon
the Congress and Khilafat pledge of, non-violence, if my incarcera-
tion was to be a signal for a storm all over the country. Surely,
it would be a demonstration of India's unreadiness for a peaceful
rebellion. It would be a triumph for the bureaucracy, and it